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                    Yalanya – That’s the way it is
A new book sharing the life story of prominent Aboriginal leader Pastor Don Brady
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A new book shares the life story of prominent Aboriginal leader Pastor Don Brady, a passionate activist and inspirational Methodist pastor whose legacy lives on in the struggle for First Nations justice today.









“The driving force behind Brady's convictions—that which made him get up and challenge and lead his People—was the incarnation of Christ into Aboriginal culture."










Subscribe to our newsletter

If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.







Yalanya – That’s the way it is was launched at the Queensland State Library on 1 March at a book launch hosted by Pastor Brady’s family and supported by Wesley Mission Queensland.

Having long wanted to tell the story of his life and contributions, Pastor Brady’s children have collaborated to write the book.

A descendant of the Gu Gu Yalanji people from Cape York region, Pastor Don Brady (Kawanji) was significant leader in political campaigns to improve the status and conditions of Aboriginal and Islander people in Queensland in the 1960s and 70s. He was actively involved in the campaign to abolish the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islander Act.

His activism eventually clashed with the heated political climate of Queensland under Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen. This led to the Methodist church controversially deciding to withdraw its support from Pastor Brady.

A presentation written by Professor Anne Pattel-Gray presented at the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) Conference in Darwin last year highlighted the legacy of Pastor Brady.

Prof Pattel-Gray wrote that Pastor Brady’s life and ministry were pivotal to the development of an Aboriginal theology.

“The driving force behind Brady's convictions—that which made him get up and challenge and lead his People—was the incarnation of Christ into Aboriginal culture,” Prof Pattel-Gray wrote in the presentation read by Rev Dr Chris Budden.

"Don was a catalyst, in the sense that he created a Black church, challenged the institutions and began a Black movement—one which was to be felt right across Australia.  He lit the fire in people; he lit the spark, the will to fight, the need for them to struggle for justice."

Prof Pattel-Gray said Pastor Brady greatly influenced Rev Charles Harris, who took up Brady's mantle and whose vision inspired the establishment of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC). 

Pastor Brady grew up on Palm Island Aboriginal Settlement and in his 20s worked as a missionary for the Aborigines Inland Mission. He married Aileen Willis, a Kullilli woman in Cherbourg in 1952. In 1964, he moved to Brisbane to work among the Aboriginal community as a Methodist pastor.

Pastor Brady’s desire to maintain and share his culture saw him lead the revival of traditional dance in eastern Australia with the Yelanji dance group. He was instrumental in the establishment of the Aboriginal Legal Aid Service, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Housing and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Medical Service in Queensland.

While the first print run has sold out, orders are being taken for a second print run. Details can be found at https://www.wmq.org.au/donbrady

Images: Photos from Yalanya book launch with thanks to Wesley Mission Queensland. 1. Kawanji Dancers. 2. Bruce Moore,  Queensland Moderator, Jude Emmer, WMQ CEO, Danielle Sullivan, Executive Manager Office of the CEO and Board Secretary and  Elaine Rae, WMQ Board Chairperson. 3. Hon Leeanne Enoch, State Minister for Treaty and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships. 4. Sharon Brady












































Related news


Yalanya – That’s the way it is
Yalanya – That’s the way it isA new book sharing the life story of prominent Aboriginal leader Pastor Don BradyA new book shares the life story of prominent Aboriginal leader Pastor Don Brady, a passionate activist and inspirational Methodist pastor whose legacy lives on in the struggle for First Nations justice today.“The driving force behind…








Raising Our Tribal Voice for Justice
Historic Conference spotlights First Nations voicesAssembly Policy and Advocacy Officer Raúl Sugunananthan reports back from Raising our Tribal Voice for Justice: An Indigenous Theological RevolutionBy Assembly Policy and Advocacy Officer Raúl SugunananthanThe historic conference, Raising our Tribal Voice for Justice: An Indigenous Theological Revolution, took place last week in Melbourne. Held by the University of…








UAICC national leadership
       UAICC National Leadership announcementThe Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) has elected Rev Mark Kickett as its National Chair. Rev Kickett has led Congress as the Interim Chair for the past three years and prior to this was serving with UAICC in South Australia. Rev Kickett said he was looking forward…








Paels 2023
Pacific Australian Emerging Leaders Summit 2023 Emerging leaders meet with the nation’s decision-makers to advocate for justiceBy Raúl SugunananthanLast week, the Pacific Australian Emerging Leaders Summit (PAELS) met for a second year running. The Summit gathered 68 young people from the Pacific Islands, the Pacific diaspora living in Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander communities,…








Raise the Age week of action
Raise the Age Support the campaign to Raise the Age of criminal responsibility to keep children in schools and communitiesAustralia imprisons children as young as 10, one of the youngest ages of criminal responsibility in the world. Yet overwhelming evidence from health experts, social workers, Indigenous leaders, legal experts and human rights organisations show that…








Walk for Yes
       This weekend thousands of supporters for a ‘yes’ vote in the referendum will “Walk for Yes” in events across the country to show there is wide and deep support for a First Nations Voice. The Uniting Church supports the Voice as an opportunity to celebrate the First Peoples of Australia in our…








National weekend of prayer, reflection and meditation
       Communities of faith all over the country are invited to participate in a National Weekend of Prayer, Reflection and Meditation from 8-10 September to reflect on and pray for unity and hope in the lead-up to the Voice referendum.“This is an opportunity for us to open your hearts again to what is…








Referendum date announced
  Referendum date announced  Now is the time to join others in actions to support a Yes to healing and hope.  The Uniting Church in Australia welcomes the announcement of 14 October as the date for the referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice. Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress National Interim Chair…
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International Women's Day
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This year, we’re excited to be featuring some of the inspirational people who make up the Uniting Church. Check out the growing hub of stories here. If you know of someone with a great story to tell, contact us and nominate them to be featured.



On International Women’s Day 2024, this Friday 8 March, we celebrate the women in our lives, communities and the Uniting Church. We praise God for their ministry, leadership and many and varied gifts and contributions, and proclaim that in God's image we are equally made.

In this special International Women's Day themed edition of Humans of the Uniting Church, we meet three Uniting Church women across three generations. Click below to meet Emelia Haskey, Youth Worker at Brougham Place Uniting Church; Alison Xamon, chair of the Presbytery of Western Australia; and Ann Sutton OAM, who has served as an Elder at Wesley Uniting Church in Canberra for four decades.


Emelia Haskey


Emelia Haskey

"Having women represented in leadership roles is incredibly important. Seeing a female minister for the first time sparked my own curiosity about ministry"

 

meet emelia








Alison Xamon


Alison Xamon

"We have long recognised that everyone is called to play a part in building the Kingdom of God"

 

meet alison








Ann Sutton


Ann Sutton

"I would like to see more men arranging the church flowers and more women working the technical sound systems. Today's church relies heavily on the work of women"

 

Meet Ann
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If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.
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This year, we’re excited to be featuring some of the inspirational people who make up the Uniting Church. Check out the growing hub of stories here. If you know of someone with a great story to tell, contact us and nominate them to be featured.



In this special International Women's Day themed edition of Humans of the Uniting Church, we catch up with three Uniting Church women across three generations. Below we meet Alison Xamon, Chair of the Presbytery of Western Australia. Catch our other two interviews with Emelia Haskey and Ann Sutton.















"We have long recognised that everyone is called to play a part in building the Kingdom of God"
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If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.











What’s your Uniting Church story?

I grew up in the Church, the child of a Uniting Church Minister. Tragically when I was 11 years old my father succumbed to depression and took his life, leading to a difficult and troubled period as a teenager and young person, attending congregations and trying to find peace with God but struggling. The birth of my daughter as a young woman changed my life and brought me back to attending Church again, and it was through reattending that I began to experience that connection with God again, and the realisation that my social justice and environmental activism was so grounded in my upbringing and faith that it enabled me to come full circle and come back to God and the Church. I realised that although I had been lost that God had always been there.

What enlivens your faith?

Witnessing the good works that so many people do in the name of Jesus, experiencing the love and acceptance of my brothers and sisters in Christ, embracing the grace of God. Being a Christian enables so much hope for humanity.  On a very simple level, it is Chairing Presbytery and looking out over the sea of faces of the members of the WA Presbytery and realising that so many of the people I love the most in the world are all there!

As someone who has served in the state Parliament in WA and as the current mayor of the City of Vincent, what contribution to do think women make to public life?

We all have diverse gifts and graces and they should be harnessed and utilised regardless of gender. Some of the best leaders I have experienced have been women, but also some of the worst! One of the wonderful things about our Church is that we have long recognised that everyone is called to play a part in building the Kingdom of God, both within and outside of our Church. As such it is important for me to always conduct myself with honesty and integrity and to actively work for social and environmental justice. I do sometimes experience sexism within the Church but that is the rare individual and in my experience is not a systemic concern. Others may have a different experience of course and I do not deny that lived experience.

What’s one thing you love telling people about the UCA?

We are a Church of hope and justice and we seek to be a people of radical inclusion just as Jesus himself was. To love and offer grace to those who are otherwise marginalised, despised or othered is surely one of the most Christian acts we can undertake. I am truly inspired by the Basis of Union and genuinely believe it is an important touchstone for how we practice our faith as a denomination.

What’s one thing you’d like to change?

I would like people to embrace the fact that we are called to be a pilgrim people, that we need to be open to change within an ever changing world, that not moving, not being prepared to change how we worship, where we worship, how we disciple, how we do mission is to give up. I don’t feel like giving up! I am excited by change, I am excited by new opportunities.

What's one thing you would like the rest of the Uniting Church to pray for?

That within a troubled world, living within a culture which embraces the pursuit of individual hedonism and consumerism, that we may find the space to stop, reflect, and embrace what it means to be community and to serve others.

How are you marking the season of Lent?

I decided for Lent this year to give up scrolling on social media! I still have to do social media for my work but rather than wasting half an hour at the end of the day mindlessly scrolling through Facebook, or Instagram or LinkedIn, I actively turn off the phone and do something else like read a book or talk to my husband! It is actually harder than I thought it would be and demonstrates what an unhelpful habit it had become. 

What are your hopes for the future UCA?

That we can embrace our diversity and change such that there will be a place of welcome for everyone, that everyone has the opportunity to experience the love and fellowship of Jesus Christ. And that we can take this peace and grace to the broader world.
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This year, we’re excited to be featuring some of the inspirational people who make up the Uniting Church. Check out the growing hub of stories here. If you know of someone with a great story to tell, contact us and nominate them to be featured.



In this special International Women's Day themed edition of Humans of the Uniting Church, we catch up with three Uniting Church women across three generations. Below we meet Emelia Haskey who is the new Youth Worker at Brougham Place Uniting Church. Catch our other two interviews with Alison Xamon and Ann Sutton.















"Having women represented in leadership roles is incredibly important - seeing a female minister for the first time sparked my own curiosity about ministry"
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If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.












What’s your Uniting Church story?

I was raised Catholic and always had a belief in God, but fell out of faith in my teenage years. It wasn’t until my final year of university that I felt like I was missing something, which led to me re-reading a Bible I had gotten in high school. Reading the beatitudes inspired me to start attending church again, and I chose to go to a Uniting Church because I resonated with its progressiveness. I started attending Brougham Place Uniting Church in January of 2022 and never looked back! 

The UN theme for International Women’s Day in 2024 is Count Her In: Invest in Women. Accelerate Progress. How do we better invest in women, both in the Church and in our society?

Having women represented in leadership roles is incredibly important - seeing a female minister for the first time sparked my own curiosity about ministry, and through the support of other female ministers I’ve been able to pursue a call to ministry. Investing in women means treating women as equals, not diversity tokens, and giving them tools like affordable education and female mentors so they can reach their potential. 

How can we better support young women to become leaders in the church?

Encouraging women to preach the gospel, serve on church council, join boards and committees, or become worship leaders empowers them and debunks myths that women are best suited to children's and families ministry. Making theological study more accessible to women (especially those who may be working or raising children) is also incredibly important, as women academics often challenge traditional theological ideas and ways of thinking.

What’s the greatest gift of generation Z?

Gen Z has a real theological curiosity and a great openness to faith and spirituality. More and more young people are asking the big questions about religion and that’s wonderful!

What's one thing you would like the rest of the Uniting Church to pray for?

It’s critical that we continue to pray and raise our voices for the people of Palestine during this time of great suffering. We must be a church that yearns for justice and puts our words into action.

What are your hopes for the future UCA?



That we become better at celebrating our diversity rather than just affirming it, and empower more young people to become church leaders both in individual churches and governance spaces. 
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This year, we’re excited to be featuring some of the inspirational people who make up the Uniting Church. Check out the growing hub of stories here. If you know of someone with a great story to tell, contact us and nominate them to be featured.



In this special International Women's Day themed edition of Humans of the Uniting Church, we catch up with three Uniting Church women across three generations. Below we meet Ann Sutton OAM who has been an Elder at Wesley Uniting Church in Canberra for over 40 years. Catch our other two interviews with Emelia Haskey and Alison Xamon.















"Today’s Church relies heavily on the work of women"
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What’s your Uniting Church story?

As a child I was taken to church by my mother. I started teaching Sunday School at a very early age and played the pedal organ for church services in my local district.

I went to an all girls’ school where my teachers, all very intelligent women, expected me to achieve at the highest level. Being a woman was never considered a deterrent. Later I studied science at university although few women at this time did so. Teaching was seen as a suitable occupation for a woman so I became a science teacher.

As a lay preacher for many years, what do you think are the gifts women bring to preaching?

I have been a lay preacher in the Uniting Church for 35 years and bring gifts of insight, empathy and counselling so that I can hopefully speak to the needs of the people I preach to. Over the 44 years at Wesley Uniting Church I have acted in most positions in the church, my gender not being an issue.

You started something called Thursday Friendship Group. What inspired you and what impact does it have?

About 15 years ago I took over the leadership of a group for retirees at Wesley Uniting Church. This ‘Thursday Friendship Group' offers friendship, a devotion session, guest speaker and morning tea and lunch. Members of the group come from both Wesley Uniting Church and the wider community. For those who are no longer able to sit through church services, this has become their ‘church’ and I see my involvement as a form of ministry.

What’s one thing you love telling people about the UCA?

The Uniting Church has allowed me to use my gifts, and I appreciate the open acceptance it offers to all people. Jesus assured us that God’s love, care and forgiveness is available to all who seek it and an understanding of the love and needs of all men and women, all different and all made in the likeness of God, flows through the teachings of the Uniting Church.

What’s one thing you’d like to change?

I would like to see more people coming to church again, more children learning of the love of Jesus.

I would like to see more men arranging the Church flowers and more women working the technical sound systems. Today’s Church relies heavily on the work of women, and I would like to see these able people realise they can be involved in the decision making and the up-front running of their Churches.

What’s one thing you would like the rest of the Uniting Church to pray for?

My prayer for the Uniting Church is that it can be a power for good in the community, outreaching and bringing the love and forgiving Grace of God to all people.












                

            
                    
                
                    

              

              
                

              

            




Marching for justice and peace on Palm Sunday










If you or your community are taking part in an event on Palm Sunday we would love to see and share your photos. Use event hashtag #justice4refugees, email photos to comms@nat.uca.org.au, or tag our social media: @unitingchurchau on Facebook, Instagram and X.



On Palm Sunday, as Christians remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, people from all walks of life will call for justice and dignity for refugees and people seeking asylum in Australia.

Palm Sunday marches and rallies will take place in capital cities and regional towns across the country as part of a long tradition begun by Christian Churches in the 1970s. In 2024, actions will be calling for justice and permanent protection for refugees.

Uniting Church in Australia President Rev Sharon Hollis encouraged Uniting Church members to pray for refugees across the world, and where possible to join in actions calling for a more just and compassionate approach to those seeking safety. 

"On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, determined to tread the path of peace. In marching for peace and justice we join his parade, following the one in whose Kingdom the marginalised find hope and home."

 

"We act, march and pray that we might become a more compassionate nation where every person who seeks refuge finds safety and welcome."

 

Find more information on how you can take action on the Australian Refugee Action Network webpage.

 

Below are the 2024 events confirmed so far. Check back as we add further capital city and regional events as details become available. Do you know of any confirmed events not listed here? Let us know: comms@nat.uca.org.au



National and Capital cities

Canberra
Sunday 24 March, 1pm
Permanent Visas Now
Garema Place, Civic, Canberra
Webpage here 

Brisbane
Sunday 24 March, 3pm
Palm Sunday Rally for Peace and Refugees 
King George Square 
Facebook event here 

Melbourne
Sunday 24 March, 10:30am
Palm Sunday Walk for Justice and Peace 
Parliament Gardens (cnr Spring and Albert Streets)
More information here 

Sydney
Sunday 24 March, 2pm
Permanent Visas for All Refugees
Belmore Park, near Central Station 
Facebook event here

Perth
Saturday 23 March, 9am
Perth's Big Walk for Refugees
Hyde Park, Highgate WA
Facebook event here
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Sign up to receive the message

"It is grace that cannot be defeated..."

The telling of the Easter story in the Gospel of Mark does not skirt around our failings, heartbreak or fear, and so it is a story for all of us. And for all of us, the good news of resurrection life is proclaimed.

This is the reflection from President Rev Sharon Hollis in her 2024 Easter message, filmed at Willoughby and Northbridge Uniting Church in Sydney.

The President's Easter message will be released next Wednesday 13 March.

Use the form below to sign up to receive the video to your inbox as soon as it's available.









Subscribe to our newsletter

If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.







SIGN UP NOW
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In this new regular series we're excited to be telling some stories of our local congregations and communities of faith - the beating heart of the Uniting Church!  Find our growing hub of stories here.

 

This week we meet the amazing community at Chermside Kedron Community Church just north of Brisbane CBD. Minister Rev Janet Staines shares about how they're living out their mission to grow an inclusive, diverse and intergenerational community of disciples practicing love and justice.

























"What we can’t do alone we can do together in the community of faithful believers."
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Can you tell us a little bit about your church community?

Chermside Kedron Community Church is a regional congregation located in the suburb of Chermside in Brisbane, within the Moreton Rivers Presbytery. We are an inclusive, diverse, and intergenerational Christian community with the mission of: “Growing an inclusive intergenerational community of disciples practising love and justice.”

What are some of the things happening there that are really exciting for people?

We are trying to live out our discipleship by striving for justice and reconciliation and fostering a strong devotional life based on Scripture, all the while locating our experience of faith firmly in community. What we can’t do alone we can do together in the community of faithful believers.

What energises the faith of this community?

In a world where war and cruelty seem to be common and almost acceptable, where we are bombarded by cynicism and indifference, where we struggle with conflicting demands, expectations, and anxieties, our church is at its best when we are nurturing an expansive and resilient faith and building community that is an open, safe place of peace. We are seeking to become this type of community of faithful believers.

Where do you see God at work at the moment?

The congregation has a high level of volunteering in our worship, witness, and service. In this we are very blessed by people’s sincere and creative contributions. We are seeking to ensure we are discipleship focussed rather than membership focussed.

We are partnering with Uniting Care Qld in the Connect 100 program which has enabled us to employ a Community Chaplain. Over the past year our Chaplain has made meaningful relational and ministry connections. This year we are beginning a community kitchen.

Our Youth and Children’s minister is forming the church to understand and embrace the principals and practice of intergenerational ministry. In many ways we have intuitively become this, but intentionality will guide us to be effective and relevant.

Developing a public expression of our faith is being actively explored and practiced. Next month we are organising a community forum on Homelessness, to help us be proactive in our community engagement around issues such as this.

Are there any challenges you're facing there?

A disciple making culture is challenging to ministry that is concerned about keeping people in church as it risks disappointment and dissatisfaction. Our commitment to ministry is to develop a discipleship culture that is meaningful and transformative to our people.

We have continued to do the work of missional alignment this year to ensure our mission values aligns to our practice of ministry. Missional alignment is when we all clearly understand what we are trying to do, why it needs to be done, and we’re all willing to sacrifice for it. It is not always easy to find agreement on a mission direction.

What can the rest of the Church pray for there?

We continue to be a blessed community in so many ways and we are a generous church in sharing our gifts and blessings with others. Our greatest challenges continue to be how we live out our faith in a way that is meaningful to us and transformative to our community. This year we are focussing on the prayer, “Lord, teach us to pray” as we allow God to form us and align us to the work of the Spirit in our lives.

Photos: Chermside Kedron Community Church Facebook page
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The Uniting Church Assembly is excited to soon be launching The Way UC It, a new ongoing series for Uniting Church opinion and analysis. In this series we’re passing the mic to you, inviting diverse perspectives on a range of contemporary issues in our Church and world. 

What are we seeing around us? What are the issues involved? How can we think theologically about this? What should the Church’s response be? Share your take in your own words. 

Through an ongoing series of thoughtful, respectful and relevant reflections, we hope to think deeply about the world around us, hear diverse perspectives on faith and life and foster dialogue. 

We are now calling for submissions from around the Uniting Church. Below are some examples of issues you might explore – but you can pitch us any idea.





In this series we’re passing the mic to you, inviting diverse perspectives on a range of contemporary issues in our Church and world.
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Thinking about our world 

	Technology and artificial intelligence 
	Places of conflict 
	Cost of living and the housing crisis 
	Themes in your favourite TV shows, films and music 
	Celebrity and fame 
	Climate and environment 
	First Nations and reconciliation 
	Other social issues including gender equality, family violence, disability, diversity 


Thinking about our faith 

	The Uniting Church – decline or growth, the future, our history, God’s call 
	Biblical interpretation – our approach to the Bible or your take on a story 
	Central ideas including evangelism, mission, discipleship, ministry, salvation, worship, community 
	Key days on the calendar – eg Christ the King Sunday, Trinity Sunday, All Saints Day, Lent and Easter, Advent and Christmas 
	The relationship between faith and justice 
	The future of ecumenism 


	Faith and work 
	Personal stories of faith and life


Process

Pitch us an idea 

	You can use the form below to let us know your idea or to indicate your interest. If you’re already settled on an idea and are ready to get writing, you can skip this step and send us a finished article in your own time. 


 Make your submission 

	Submissions are open to anyone in the Uniting Church. 
	Aim for 800-1000 words. 
	Write in your own voice and write accessibly for a broad Uniting Church audience. 
	Let us know if you would like to write in a language other than English. 
	Be respectful of other people and other parts of the Uniting Church. 
	Be aware of any privacy issues. Seek permission and consent where needed. 
	Feel free to be honest, edgy and provocative in your reflections, but please be respectful and remain broadly consistent with Uniting Church values and ethos. 
	Articles do not need references though if quoting other’s work please attribute. Links are encouraged.  


 We’ll read and review 

	Articles will be reviewed before publishing and the Assembly communications team may work with you to get your article ready to publish. 
	We are committed to publishing a diverse range of perspectives. We may suggest edits to make sure it’s clear, accessible and within our guidelines. 
	The Assembly will make the final decision on pieces to be published. There is no guarantee all submissions will be published. 







pitch and submit
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In this new regular series we're excited to be telling some stories of our local congregations and communities of faith - the beating heart of the Uniting Church!  Find our growing hub of stories here.

 

This week we meet the community at Devonport Uniting Church, northwest of Launceston in northern Tasmania. Eight years ago the congregation made the brave decision to sell their 1889 building and move into a series of shopfronts, converting them into a worship and multi-purpose space which could be shared with the community.

























"One of our challenges is to make the scary move beyond the faith we held from Sunday School days to a more theologically diverse worshipping community."
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Share a little bit about your church community.

Devonport Uniting Church has about 40 members many of whom are retired. The congregation consists of people with a variety of backgrounds and faith understandings. We are part of the Cradle Coast Cluster, which also includes Wynyard, Burnie Regional and Penguin Uniting Churches.

Eight years ago the Devonport congregation made the decision to sell their old building as it was draining a lot of people and financial resources, preventing the congregation from being able to be at mission.

We decided to purchase a series of shop fronts and convert three of them into a worship / general-purpose area. The freedom from property issues has allowed us to become a more inclusive community, welcoming people from the LGBTQI+ community, from First Nations, neurodivergent and from other faiths.

We have become more outward-looking and take discipleship more seriously, not just Sunday worship.

Worship has taken on a more varied form. Worship teams lead on a roster which means that the congregation has a variety of worship styles and theologies.

What are some of the things that are really exciting?

Devonport has been able to make contact with the Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation and had a member of their community share with us in the lead-up to the Referendum. To hear firsthand from this community was helpful in congregational members deciding how to respond.

Devonport decided to set up a food and book box outside the building. Members of the Congregation bring books and food to place in the box. Members of the wider community are invited to take what they need.

The Devonport Congregation agreed to financially support one of the Cradle Coast resource ministers to spend one day a week in ministry alongside the local Pride community. This ministry has brought about a real awareness of the needs of some members of the LGBTQI+ community who are facing injustice, poverty and isolation. Some members of this community have been able to declare the Devonport Congregation their ‘home’.

Worship Teams. Most of our worship is led by one of three worship teams. Each team brings a different understanding of the readings set in the Narrative Lectionary. Drama, activities, and videos have refreshed our worship. We have also introduced the possibility of worshippers colouring in or knitting during worship. This aspect of our worship has proved really supportive for those who find they can concentrate more when undertaking an activity.

Conversation Group. This is an opportunity for people to come together to listen to a TED talk and then spend some time in conversation about the talk. Topics have included: -
The Pope talking about why the only future worth building includes everyone; Radical compassion; Why change is scary; How Christmas lights have helped Guerillas; and the Uluru Statement from the Heart.

Friday Café. An opportunity for people to gather for conversation and games over a cuppa and a scone. No strings attached.

The Men’s Group. An opportunity for men to gather to undertake a variety of activities and to talk!

We have placed a TV screen facing the community with a PowerPoint on a loop. This has enabled us to share with the community what we stand for and the things we are doing. In the lead-up to the Referendum, we were able to show the FAQ responses from the Assembly so people passing by had a better understanding of the reasons for the Referendum. We have also started to include comments about the response to faith that is required according to our faith.

A recently started Justice Group have started to help the congregation talk about justice issues together and keep us informed as to what the justice units at both Assembly and Synod level are challenging us to respond to.

Where do you see God at work in your community?

A couple of years ago, the Devonport community experienced the devastation of having five primary school children killed in a jumping castle incident. We were able to immediately open our church and allow members of the Community to come and have some quiet time, light a candle or to talk with one of our members. This was a humbling experience as we saw first-hand our God moving lovingly and supportively throughout those who gathered there on the days following. We were privileged to have a space which was open, accepting, and safe for people to talk, sit quietly and grieve openly.

Some members were invited to attend the opening of the first Masjid in the North West of Tasmania. To be able to share in faith with people from the Islamic faith in a way that was open to our differences while at the same time acknowledging the similarities has enabled some of us to see God in a bigger way than before.

Many of the studies we have held have opened up new ways of seeing God. The openness in sharing has made this a sacred as well as educational experience.

On our focus table for worship. We have two ceramic hands joined together, one black and the other white. This has come to mean a great deal to members as it seems to symbolise the acceptance of all people before God and a call upon us to act likewise.

What are the challenges?

As a congregation, one of our challenges is to make the scary move beyond the faith we held from Sunday School days to a more theologically diverse worshipping community.

As with all congregations, we are also challenged by the many calls upon our time to keep up to date with regulations at a local, state and national level.

What can the rest of the Church pray for here in Devonport?

We pray that our faith in God will be enriched and that we will continue our pilgrimage of getting to know our God more and more as each day passes.

We are praying that our contact with the First Nations People and members of the LGBTQI+ community may continue to grow as we minister alongside them.

We pray that we can continue to live out God’s mission for the Uniting Church in this part of the world.
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